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Overview

There are many types of blocks available in Moodle.
Blocks summaries available to the Instructor (non-editing) role are

provided in this document.

We have carefully selected and provided documentation

for the blocks that we believe can add significant value to

a language training course.

Choose the blocks that best fit the learners' and course needs.
All Moodle blocks are available for instructors with course editing
permissions. (Course editing is available to instructors in
LearnlT2teach Stage 2.)
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Calendar

The Calendar block helps instructors stay organized, and helps learners manage their time.
It displays the following events:

. Site (event viewable in all courses - created by admin users)

. Course (event viewable only to course members - created by instructors)

. Groups (event viewable only by members of a group - created by instructors)
. User (personal event a user can create - viewable only by the user)

Note: Adding closing dates to assignments, forums, quizzes etc. will cause them to display in
the calendar block.

Adding an Event to a Calendar

- February 2013 >

1. On the calendar block, click on the month name. Sun Mon Tus Wed Thy Fo Sat

e - Calendar
2. The Calendar editing page appears. Click ettt [ e TR
on the New Event button. P February 2018 —
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
3. The New Event editing page appears.
Type an event title in the Benitie © | LunchandLearn
event title bOX, and select the Date / 152 | [ February | 208:| oBs|[15: @B
date and times. E— Course + o KoupsiCoursolovel )
Leave the default type of Course
event set to Course (so that s Pla e e B I U s wv 5 ox e = E
learners can see it). %% @ e@a el =6
Type a description in the / E\Oﬁ:&ﬂr&fintheIunchroom(UhaarDurguestspaakabuutjobcppum.ln\ﬁesimhe
Description text box. “
. Duration ! L'J V\ﬁﬂ?uut duration
If necessary, set a Duration ool
or end time. [15¢] [reoruay o] (20180 08e][15¢] B
@ Duration in minutes
If the event will be repeated
over days or weeks, set this i Repeatthisevent
in the Repeat this event jriosiions et NN
checkbox option. @

4. Click on the Save changes button.

5. Return to the course
homepage by clicking on
the course breadcrumbs link.

Dashboard / My courses AESL 5/6 Winter 2018 (VD)_T)) February 2018
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6. The event appears on the Calendar block. Rolling over the
day on the calendar reveals the event title. 4 Today Thursday, 15 February
2 ﬂ'l" ESL 5/6 Winter 2018 (VD)_1: Lunch

and Learn

- = u L
11 12 13 14 15 186 17

Checklist Block

This block provides instructors with a snapshot of learners’ progress in a unit; learners only
see their own progress. Instructors using this block re-configure it to the current unit being
studied by learners (instead of adding a new block for each unit). Instructors can
reposition, hide and show the Checkilist block in their courses.

APPLYING FOR

At the beginning of a course, the checklist block appears with EglEZCEKT?SHHP S

clear/white (empty) progress bars. Learners only see their
own progress bar. C__JAhmed Ali
(D Charley Ferzam

C__ JEduardo Garcia
J -

Reconfiguring a Checklist Block (to a new topic)

Note: A checklist activity must be added to a course before the checklist block can
be configured (see Checklist file). Instructors must reconfigure the course checklist to
each unit. In this example the Topic, “Applying for Citizenship” has finished. The instructor
now reconfigures the checklist to the next Topic, “Canada’s Economy.”

1. With editing turned on, click on the APPLYING FOR
Gear icon dropdown menu, and
choose the Configure option.

@ Configure Applying for Citizenship Unit Checklist bIodD

- < L - Peasde
— i e i,

"~ Block settings

Checklist No =
overview
2. In the Block Settings, choose the Choose : :
. . . Canada's Economy Unit Checklist =
new checklist unit, and then click checklist
on the Save changes button. Applying for Citizenship Unit Checklist

Default group

» Where this block appears

» On this page

(

Save changes ' Cancel

3. The checklist block now displays the new unit.
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4. Click on the Turn Editing off button.

Comments

The comments block allows users to post a comment for all to see; this enables easy
access and quicker communication.

Adding Comments in the Comment Block e —
1. Click and type your comment in the Comments block.

Add a comment...

t .
2. Click on the Save comment option to finish. ]

Deleting Comments in the Comment Block
After an interval, learners and instructors will want to clear/ delete their comments from the
course Comments block. Instructors can also delete learners’ comments.

1. Inthe Comments block, your Saved comments will A
display a garbage bin icon next to comments you can Qg;;e;; Divis- 15 Feb,
delete. Can everyone send me your latest
assignment?
2. Click on the garbage bin icon to remove the Maria Guptez - 15 Feb, @
comment/s. 11:43
1 will send mine in five minutes.
Lee Chan - 15 Feb, 11:44 @
3. The comments are then removed. | am 28 praciresding.

Latest Announcements Block

The Latest Announcements block displays recent announcement posts as listed items. It
also contains a link to older announcements. By default, the Latest announcements block
displays 3 announcement items.

LATEST
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Instructors must add announcements to the Announcements _
forum, and these announcements are then linked to the Latest Add a new topic...
Announcements block. (See the Announcement file for adding an 8 Feb, 08:43

announcement to your course.) iz:;:zgr“;amce o

Presentation
8 Feb, 08:42

Beverly Davis /
Holiday

8 Feb, 08:41

Beverly Davis

Registration
Older topics ...
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Online Users Block
The Online users block shows which users are currently logged into the course. This can be
an invaluable way to contact learners when you see them, or for learners to contact you or

other learners when they are online as well.

3 ONLINE USERS

Click to message

(last 5 minutes: 3)

Maria Guptez ®

g LeeChan ®

Random Glossary Entry Block

The Random glossary entry block can be used to display random entries from a unit
glossary, which usually takes the form of dictionary-style definitions. Random glossary
blocks usually focus on unit glossaries or specific topics. However, the flexibility of Moodle's
HTML editor allows users to adapt this block for other purposes such as 'Quote of the Day',
learner profiles or a random picture gallery that changes each time the page is refreshed.
The block becomes social if it links to a glossary that allows learner contributions.

Adding a Current Topic Random Glossary Entry block
To make the Random Glossary Entry block more relevant to the current topic, instructors
can point out this block as they enter a new topic with their students.

1. With editing turned on, click on the Add a block
button. Choose the Random glossary entry
item. Click on the Gear icon dropdown menu,
and choose the menu item, Configure Random
glossary entry block.

Bl revoow B ® T
C-ﬂ Configure Random glossary entry bIock)

@ Hide Random glossary entry block

2. The Configure Random glossary entry Block settings

block editing page appears. You can Title Randam glossary entry

Take entries from this

choose the glossary from which to pull : ——
| Applying for Citizenship Game Glossary £ |

random words. In the Take entries from glossary e ———
this glossary options, click on the Days before s new eniry is

chosen

relevant glossary Applying for Citizenship Unit Glossary

Show concept (heading) f
how coneept fneyter (CE’EUE'E Economy Unit Glossary )
each entry )

3. Click on the Save changes button. .’
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